
  

 

KIDS 4 CRITTERS 
How the Kids 4 Critters program aligns with      North 

Carolina Curriculum Unit Guides 

SUMMARY 
This paper shows how the six-week Kids 4 Critters 
(K4C) program aligns with the North Carolina 
Standard Curriculum Unit Guides. It is divided by 
subject and refers to the Standards section and 
objectives showing the correlation to the K4C 
program. 
Kids 4 Critters Steering Committee 
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Mister Peters, the Kids 4 Critters mascot, 
adopted from the Wake County Animal Center 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 

SOCIAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM KIDS 4 CRITTERS 
Economy:    
4.E.2.1 

Explain how personal financial decisions 
such as spending, saving, and paying 
taxes can positively and/or negatively 
affect everyday life. 

Students reflect on the overwhelming 
problem of pet overpopulation: 

• how Wake County and taxpayers 
deal with this issue 

• specific strategies we can all utilize 
to improve life for both people and 
animals. 

 
One of our goals is to empower the fourth 
graders to think about their community, 
respond to its needs, and to teach others 
what they have learned. 

4.E.2.2 Explain how scarcity of personal financial 
resources affect the choices people make 
based on their wants and needs. 

Students reflect on what to think about 
before getting a pet and the costs involved, 
both monetarily and time.   
 
Students practice math skills by completing a 
budget to calculate estimated costs of pet 
ownership. 

 
Essential vocabulary:    

• shelter 
• taxes 
• spay/neuter 
• stray 
• foster 
• hoarding 
• responsibility 
• reflect 
• rewards 

• surrender 
• abuse 
• euthanasia 
• rehabilitation 
• good Samaritan 
• microchip 
• overpopulation 
• tether 
• vaccine 

 
Essential understandings:  

• Responsible behavior will lead to improved lives for both people and animals.   
• Reflecting on the needs of our companion animals and realizing that owning a pet is a 

commitment for the life of the pet. 
 
Evidence of learning:  

• Opinion paper 
• Art project 
• Budget worksheet 
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SCIENCE 
 

SCIENCE CURRICULUM KIDS 4 CRITTERS 
4.G.1.2   Explain the impact human activity on 

the availability of natural resources in 
North Carolina. 

Students reflect on the condition of 
animals, particularly in North Carolina and 
learn about the impact man has on animals, 
both positive and negative.   
 
Students also study what animals do not 
make good companion animals and why. 
 
Students explore the importance of 
protecting our environment and personal 
responsibility in taking care of our planet 
and protecting the health and welfare of 
both people and animals.  See our PUP 
project 

Ecosystems: 
4.L.1.1     

Give examples of changes in an 
organism’s environment that are 
beneficial to it and some that are 
harmful. 

4.L.1.2 Explain how animals meet their needs 
by using behaviors in 
response to information received from 
the environment. 

Students learn how animals communicate 
through body language. The focus is on 
how dogs and cats communicate and how 
to recognize what our companion animals 
are telling us through their expression and 
posture. By learning cat/dog language, 
students can better communicate with 
animals and stay safer around them. 
 
Students learn ways to avoid dog bites. 

4.L.1.3 Explain how humans can adapt their 
behavior to live in 
changing habitats (e.g., recycling 
wastes, establishing rain 
gardens, planting trees and shrubs to 
prevent flooding and 
erosion). 

Students learn the importance of 
protecting our environment, pets, and 
people by picking up after their dogs and 
why this is important to protecting the 
water supply, pet and human health. 
Discussion promotes the development of 
personal responsibility and good citizenship 
as well. 

 
Essential understanding: 

• Improve conditions for animals and people in Wake County through responsible and respectful 
behaviors.  

• Work together to affect positive change. 
• People are responsible for the welfare of companion animals and becoming familiar with how 

these animals communicate promotes respect and safety.  
 
Evidence of Learning:   

• Opinion paper 
• Art project 
• Positive behavior changes 

http://www.kids4crittersnc.com/
https://youtu.be/Yso8ULJODrs
https://youtu.be/Yso8ULJODrs
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

WRITING CURRICULUM KIDS 4 CRITTERS 
L.4 1f    Produce complete sentences, 

recognizing and correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons. 

Students participate in a writing competition in 
which they compose an Opinion writing 
synthesizing what they have learned in the Kids 4 
Critters program and through their paper they 
persuade others. 
 
Students are required to reflect, organize their 
thoughts, and incorporate evidence from course 
material. They must include an introduction a 
summary and support their point of view with 
reasons and information. 
 
Students maintain an “Organizer” with notes 
from each Kids 4 Critters lesson to help in 
creating their paper.  
 
The student who writes the strongest paper in 
each class is recognized by being awarded a 
certificate and the students are encouraged to 
read their papers to peers. The strongest papers 
are then exhibited at the Wake County Animal 
Center, as a teaching tool for the public. 

L.4 1g   Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

L.4 2b Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

 
Evidence of Learning: 

• Opinion paper 
• Art project 

 
Essential understanding: 

• Language is a strong tool for persuading others 
• The importance of listening to the opinions of others 
• The importance of communicating clearly. 
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ARTS EDUCATION 
 
Students are provided an alternate mode to express what they have learned in the Kids 4 Critters 
program by participating in an art project, be it in visual arts, music, dance, etc.* 
 
Visual arts projects often incorporate a written companion piece to work on literacy development and to 
allow the students to further synthesize all they have learned in the program.   See Ceiling Tile Project at 
Northwoods Elementary. 
 
Evidence of learning: 

Product produced by students under guidance of art teacher. 
 
* Please note that at one school, Conn Elementary, we will be involved in a technology project with the 
students, as they are an entrepreneurial magnet school. With this project, the students                     will 
show their creativity, using technology, to educate others about what they have learned in the Kids 4 
Critters program. 
 
Evidence of learning:    

Projects 
 
Essential vocabulary (depending on project):    

• pure color 
• tone 
• line 
• chant 
• names of instruments 

 
Please see examples of Art Projects. 
           

http://www.kids4crittersnc.com/
https://youtu.be/Zm8yvF2AX7M
https://www.kids4crittersnc.com/art-projects
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